
VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF NORFOLK 

VIRGINIA STATE BAR EX REL 
FIRST DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
VSB Docket No. 18-010-110420 

v. 

PHILIP R. FARTHING 

Case No. CL19-5110 

CONSENT TO REVOCATION ORDER 

On January 16, 2020 came Philip R. Farthing by counsel Paul D. Georgiadis and tendered 

an Affidavit Declaring Consent to Revocation of his license to practice law in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia pursuant to Part VI, Section IV, Paragraph 13-28 of the Rules of 

Court (hereinafter "Affidavit"). By tendering his Affidavit at a time when allegations of 

Misconduct are pending, the nature of which are specifically set forth in the attached Affidavit, 

Respondent acknowledges that the material facts upon which the allegations of Misconduct are 

pending are true. The Panel having considered the Affidavit, and Bar Counsel having no 

objection, the Panel accepts the Consent to Revocation. Upon consideration whereof, it is 

therefore ordered that Philip R. Farthing's license to practice law in the Commonwealth of 

Virginia be and the same hereby is REVOKED, and that the name of Philip R. Farthing be 

stricken from the Roll of Attorneys of this Commonwealth. 

It is further ORDERED that an attested copy of this order be mailed to: Paul D. 

Georgiadis, counsel for Respondent, at Law Office of Paul D. Georgiadis, PLC 

2819 North Parham Road, Suite 110, Richmond, Virginia 23294-4425, M. Brent Saunders, 

Senior Assistant Bar Counsel, Virginia State Bar, 1111 East Main Street, Suite 700, Richmond, 

Virginia 23219-0026; and the Clerk of the Disciplinary System, Virginia State Bar, 1111 East 
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Main Street, Suite 700, Richmond, Virginia 23219-0026. 

This case is hereby closed and stricken from the active docket of the court. 

I ASK FOR THIS: 

P---2 ~ ~ .L2-- -
Paul D. Georgiadis 
VSB No. 26340 
Law Office of Paul D. Georgiadis, PLC 
2819 North Parham Road, Suite 110 
Richmond, Virginia 23294-4425 
804.270.1154 
PDGLex@PDGLex.com 

SEEN AND AGREED: 

~/?.~ 
Shelley L. Spalding 
Assistant Bar Counsel 
VSB No. 47112 
Virginia State Bar 
1111 E. Main Street, Suite 700 
Richmond, VA 23219 
804.775.0543 
sspalding@vsb.org 

ENTERED: ..1QNC,)GRU 2\ 2020 
I ' 

The~ norable Victoria A.B. Willis 
Chief Judge 
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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF NORFOLK 

VIRGINIA ST ATE BAR EX REL 
FIRST DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
VSB Docket No. 18-010-110420 

v. Case No. CL19-5110 

PHILIP R. FARTHING 

AFFIDAVIT DECLARING CONSENT TO REVOCATION 

Philip R. Farthing, after being duly sworn, states as follows: 

1. I was licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Virginia on February 9, 

1973; 

2. 
the applicsble provisions of.~ 

I submit this Affidavit Declaring Consent to Revocation pursuant t3 Rule of 

Court, Part 6, Section IV, Paragraph 13-28; 

3. My consent to revocation is freely and voluntarily rendered, I am not being 

subjected to coercion or duress, and I am fully aware of the implications of consenting to the 

revocation of my license to practice law in the Commonwealth of Virginia; 

4. I am aware there is currently pending a complaint, an investigation into, or a 

proceeding involving, allegations of misconduct, the docket number for which is set forth above, 

the specific nature of which is: 

a. On August 8, 1996, Ivan Higgerson made the Ivan Higgerson Revocable Trust 

Agreement appointing me as trustee. The Revocable Trust required that the trust 

corpus be divided into two trusts upon Mr. Higgerson's death- The Marital Trust 

and The Family Trust. In 1998, Mr. Higgerson appointed me as trustee for the 

Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust Agreement of Ivan Higgerson. These trusts 

(collectively the "Trusts") were for the benefit of Mr. Higgerson's wife, Edith 

Higgerson, and family. In 1999, Mr. Higgerson died. 
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-
b. On December 2, 2014, Ms. Higgenson filed suit against me and my law firm in 

the Circuit Court of the City of Chesapeake. The suit alleged, inter alia, breach of 

fiduciaries duties. On May 6, 2015, the court replaced me as trustee for the Trusts 

with my consent. 

c. On February 2, 2016, Ms. Higgerson died. On March 25, 2016, the co-executors 

of Ms. Higgerson's estate, along with the other family beneficiaries of the Trusts, 

filed an amended complaint against me. 

d. A bench trial was held on November 7-8, 2016 before The Honorable John W. 

Brown. Final argument was held on November 21 , 2016 and additional evidence 

was received on April 3, 2017. 

e. On June 20, 2017, Judge Brown issued a letter opinion finding that I was liable to 

the plaintiffs in the amount of $1,382,653.00 for breach of my E.,~ary duties 

and in the amount of $770,471.33 for unreasonab~ \~~s~1~al~ifrown's letter 

opinion is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. 
I strongly contested the Court's findings Jl,,tf-

f. On July 20, 2017 Judge Brown entered an Amended Final Judgment Order, 

attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference. 

g. 

h. 

On March 13, 2018, the Supreme Court of Virginia issued an order finding• 
the r.~ were. no _gro..unds for an appeal. of~ . 
~.tt~R'it«m' Juage tsrown's Judgment ancr retusmg my-~etit10n for appeal. 

On July 7, 2016, I transferredtt~ bership class with the Virginia State Bar 

from active to retired. Despite not being authorized to practice law, I practiced 

law from April through December 2017. 
that the Chesape,ake Circuit Court ruled against me and. that the 

5. I acknowledge that the material facts upon which the allegations of misconduct opinion 
of the trial court findings are 

are predicated are true; and true and I acknowledge theH 
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6. I submit this Affidavit and consent to the revocation of my license to practice law 

in the Commonwealth of Virginia because I know that if the disciplinary proceedings based on 

the said alleged misconduct were prosecuted to a conclusion, I could not successfully defend 

against the RPC l.5(a) and 5.5(c) violations. 

Executed and dated on January /3_, 2020. 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGli 

Philip R. Farthing 
Respondent 

CITY/COUNTY oF ~ ~ Noef u .. . to wit: 

The foregoing Affidavit Declaring Consent to Revocation was subscribed and sworn to before 

me by Philip R. Farthing on January /J!JJ:-2020 

My Commission expires: 
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•ib~ C2>daa-.....,,,._, __ ~i,,m;;Qt6al)wrlkllldatseaJd....,.hly_.. 
~tonpq111• ~ a4(3)daa.,,....)IOOIP(ldor....,.1belsan,& 
wffboat.P&)'iq 1br Jti value. S-. ..... 8d,tdlly, lln,dold Ar. ~ JI, 276 VL 108. 
114(2008). 

TIIDCcllllt&l"-dratdJIO\lfdaaafD1ldl-cllmldllllblfda19DOV11JJbrm,Jlllt 
an:fdaneat, ... QUIii C Pih I i\d--ot'b olitlm fl...,,...~ CID 11111 d4dlmclaal'a 
CCD!aet..,__ ~ ftllt .1'11,p amt 1U v. Hll/l, Xo. a.1""2817, 201'/ Va. Cir. I.8XIS 
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~WOlddbo.,,,....ot1lleNDM1111ta.ta,..,_MJPflBlr.266V&atU1, 
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~ palldmltm tbfa 0mmHmweafdl lrtlll fn 1111 abllaae ofa llllOIBoromtaGtro 
.111o w:,, a auan 111119' Dm &WIid ...,,., a.. tD die Jlll'faUbi ,-,.• hol/ltdJ 
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Jadfatllpo114181dasfa9eMaat1Jeldmlnt.m'ldmlafa._ tr. aomf, a•Jmtlulllld eq1111,y 
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fllllUlldnl .._,._ atlua:ioJtld a Wecb!lday motion Mh-tlae Caart loddtw Mr. 
Lamm'1requ111C. 11lt CamcaJIIMw.tlnaalll)_...11Je_.of .. .nlqllNWllld 
Cho .... 1fllrlftln, ---Mr. al• Oil .... wdJ fn adwaoe af'11,11 ~ 

0oNa.Ull0N 
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VIRGINIA: IN TifE CJRCUfT COURT FOR THE cnv OP CH&SAP!Al(S 

IVAII J..HfGC!IERSON8R. & SANDRA BUTT AS 
co.mcECUn>R80FTHE!~1&0JI mm, 
F. Hl~l:AIED; IVAN f.. 
HJGSER80H. a IANDRAH. SUTT. 
INDMDUAtLV1 I NNf L H~,JR., 
OHR18TJEL,w,i.EY, TMA'L GRSFE6 LEIUI!' 
0. SUOK80H:ANO m.aAIETH M!n'IALLEN1 ESQ., 
,a TRUllE 0Fl1£NAHHJBe!R8DN MAfVTAl. 
1TCU8T., THEIVAN tMGl!RSOR PAMIL Y11WS'I', 
NID THE IRJUMJCAIU! UPI: rtJ80JWICE 
TRlJ8T AGN!liM&NT Of fVAA HflNERSON, 

J Plalntlfe. 

v. 

AW...,PDW-~QBDR 
UPON'IRIAl. C,Ha ftlllfm'lllld upan aanaldaratlaft offflltB\fdanoaltlld.,..,,,.... 

__, byaounnlfbr1119 .,--. ·a 11 

ADJUDGED,ORDERaJand·DECREED1flat.tbrthel88•onantforllFnlfle00Ult'a 

Mernonmcun d,,n,on datecf June202017, which II lnaNpa.t9clflellltl.,, rdlNnat, Ila 

pldltNl'a be IIJld l',!nby • re aWlllded a 'fll&d1at In amount oT 1WCt MIWOH OHE 

HUHDRED FIFTV-nnms, fflOUIAHO ONE HUHDRED 1WENTY FOUR and 131100 

DOIJ.AR8 (a.1U,114"'3), ..,,_._ d11fwnd1111fll,JelnO, and~. w11t lnfllf8lllt 

a•Gf8'6ft'omMaye,2011. lnaddllcln,taeCOllthalatradyantlntda•• 

Onflrdafad.Ja+ 7, 2017, ~ ~ t'IIM to ff,a pfalntlff rt1fle IIMOUnt of ONE -....iililiiiiiiiiiliiilii ___ _ 
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