
RECEIVED 

Nov 30, 2021 
VIRGINIA STATE BAR 

CLERK'S OFFICE 

BEFQRE· TH~ NlNTfl QJ$.TR[CT $lJB.COM1\flTTEE 
OF TH'EVIRG'INJA STATJfBAJ{ 

JNTH~-.MATTi~QF 
James Paul Kent, Jr~ 

SUBCOMMITTEE UETERMINAnON 
(PUBLIC REPRIMAND MTHOUT TERMS) 

On OctoQerS,2021 ~nd.Nov~mb"er 10~.2-02{, meetings wete heid in this.matter before a 

duly convened Niptb District Subcommittee consisting ofGreg Tyler Haymote, Esq .. , Ch3Jr; 

Meiissa Ellen Fras~r; E~q.; ~rid Miu:c.A. Schewel. Puring the November l0i 2-021 meeting, the 

Subcomm1tt~;.vote.d to ~ppreve an Agr~d Dispqsitioll .fQr a Pub.Uc Reprimarui whhout Terms 

purs~1Jnttql?llr( ~.: § JY; 1l J~ .. ,t S.B::4; pf -tb,e,:lt.uies of the Su.preme Court of Virgi~i~. The. Agr~ed 

Disposfrfon was entered into bythfV~rginci~ ~hde ·l3.~r. by JEdward Jam~ Dill~n,, Ji:r., Deputy Bar 

Covn:~e.l,: atid Jarn~s Paul Kent, Jr., Respondent, pro se. 

WHEREFORE. the Ninth District Subcommittee .ofthe Virginia State,Bar hereby serves 

ttpon Re$~onde:nt the follbwing Public Reprimand without Termt-: 

FINDINGS OFF ACT 
• ••• • ff 

L A.Jdlrelevanttime.s, R.espondenfhas he,en an 11~~meyUc~n.s~.iQpn.icti9¢:.faw i~tlte 
t(upIJ1.onwe~lth ofVir~nia. Respondentwas lfoensedto practiye ·1a"' in · 1964. 

2. Since,fu or about 1belate 19?0s. ll~&p:onden,t $etved ~s tt'U$tec. .ofthe LukeJlubbafd 
Estate Trust (the. ''Trust")~ As trustee, R~spon9-~t W~ r~$1Jq11~ible (Q:r; tiling anoual 
accountin$S fqr the Trust Mththe Commissioner ofAcccnmts (the ~1CO.A''). 

3·. In or aboutApril 2018~ :$6;760 :was p~idJothe l>eneti¢i1PY. of the Trost via check(the 
i•A,pril2-0l8 Cb.eek") drawn on ii mcmey.marke,t tlceo"Ul7.t atFirstNational Bank (the 
''J'~stM•ne::y Market Accountt 

4; Theacqot,1nting. {or tj)~ti_m~ periQdAµgµst l, 2017 to.July 31, ·2oi:s (the •~2018 
Ac·coliiittiig>ryi, which was :filed W:tW tl]~1COA. ·i11,0ctol>erZQ,40~ did nortetlect the 
dish\it$¢.ment of $.6;'760 via the Afrif 2018 Cheek. As a result, the 2018. A(,counting 
e,JTonepusly rdlected a balan¢e qf$8,438. l0 i1fthe TrusfMon.ey M:arket A1;cpmri:; 



when: the actual balance of the Trust Mon~y Market A9cQ.~t w~s ·$t4(i8.99 on July 
31, 4018. 

5. Re$I)ondent never captured the disbµtSement ma({¢ vfa'the Aptli 2018' Check.in·fiiture 
accountings for the Trust .. 

'6. Thti aqcou~ting fq_i; the d~¢ pe.tiod AtJ.gust i.; 20 l 8 to J.1d:y:_Jl,. 21) 19~, which w~ tiled 
with the COA lrrOcfobet 20-20~ ffloneousJy tefltcted. a baiance. of.$8,$93,/ 7-1 in the· 
Ttust Mon~y·Market Accoijnt,. when tb~ ~~tual:balance ofthe 'ftust Money-Market 
Account was $1,394.28 on July }l':, 2019, 

7. The accountjngfortheti111¢periodAugust lr20i9to July 31;204Q;which W3$ filed; 
with theCOA in Octob¢t2QZO, er.roneo'llsl)rretlected abalattceof$8.;&o5'.l-S ~ the 
Trust Money Market Account, when the aptual balance ofihe Trust Money Market 
Accqunt was $1,864,9.9 on July 31, 2020. 

R From.AprilZOl8 to Novembet20.20, Resportdenlfaite.d to reconcj)e tli~ bitnk 
statements for th~ Tfllst Money Mar1cet A .c:CQ'l,Ui( tq. the aceotintuigs for the Trust al19, 
as result; never real1zed the·.discr~ancy betwe¢P fh.e 8;1lle>tmt. <>ffunds,being shown· on 
the a~cQµ11tings .for :the•-Trust Money Market Account ~<l' the ®1\jaj@lQ\JU:t oftunds 
i11 Jbe Tl1lst.Jvfoney·MarketAccount as reflected on the: bank ~~t~~s. 

9. lh or ahoutNoveiribet 2oi9. the/t,eneij~fa:ry-9tfhe'1'rust passed :away. After 
trMsferting otherTrust assets info .the Trust l\:1;9ney Market Account; Respondent. 
attemptec;i to d{sbl,lt$~ the,_temaining_assets of.th.e Trusfto the deceas.¢d b~n.eiiciafy's 
son and.daughter~ Resppndent issued,.oije check in the amount•of'$l2;275,9Q and 
:another in the amount of$1Z.27S.89. 

1 o. J3ecau.:se the accountings for the. Trust misstated the ~y~al yaJ.u~ or:t.he a.$sets jn the 
Trust, oq:~ o(the .. cb_eek$:was dt.shon4red:15y the·bankbecause. of'insµfficitmt funds.in 
the Tmst Money'f\:{attet Ac~unt 

11. R¢SJ)Qndent'-s office immediately transferred funds int:(.>the TrustMoney Market 
Account tt? cure the overdraft. 

lZ. During the. course oftJic, Virgini~ ~tate Bar inve:$titati'oni Re~pondent acknowle4g~d 
that it was his:.t.esponsibaity to reconcile the '1~o~ti,nas for th~ trust and :11:ccepted 
re$p1>n$ibiljty· fottbe overdndt · · · 

13~ As:ofAugusf 202l, the "ii11al_aec91Jt)ti.rig for tne'trust'hadnot beenfiledwjtb the 
Coromissio.ner of-Account~. · 
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NATURE OFMISCONDUCT 

Such condu<;t b_y Respondent 'cons#tutes misconduct in violation ofthe following ptClvisio~ 

9rthe Rules of Professional , C~nduct: 

RULE J.,3 Qfltg~nee 

(a) A lawyer shaJJ~~twitb re;is<>nal>lediligenceandpromptness,intepresentiJ:1g~ dfont. 

JUJLE 1.15 S~fekeeping Property (Effectiv~ Ml,IJ'f!b 20~0) 

:(d) Requited Trus:t Accounting }>rocedurt?S,; In adcltti(m to th¢ requirements set forth in 

Rule 1. JS {a) thr:qugh (¢),thefhllowing mfoimunrttust accounti11g .. procedur¢.s ate 

a,pplicable to all trµ:sf acc<>unts., 

{3) The following:reQoncili~ti()ns muslbe made monthly and a.pprove<J, b.y a 

l~wyer in the law firm: 

(i} reconQilfation ofthe. client led8et balance for each client, o{qer p¢rson1 

ot entity on whose behalfmoney is held in trm;t; 

(#) reconcili~tion of the trust account balance~ adj~sting the ending hank, 

statement balance by a~ding any .d@osit,s not shq.wn on the statement and 

sU:btra,ctip~ any cbeck;~ Qt :disbursements not shpwn on the. statemept This 

adjusted balance must ~qual the b~l:an~ fo the ch.eckbook,or transaction 

register; and 

(iii}reeonciliatjon ofth~ trustaccooo.tbalance ((d)(3)(ii)) arid the c1ient 

l~dger balance ((d)(3 ){i)). The ·trust account. balance m~st equal tbe cHent 

ledger bruanc:e. 
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RULE 1;15 Saf~keepiiig Property (Effective Prior to March 2()~0) 

(4) Reguited TrustAccounting Procedures., In add~1ion. tp the requirements set forth in 
Rule. i. l 5 (a) thto.ugh (c ). the followin.g minimµm trust accountipg- pr.o<::edµres 1;1te 
applicable to all ttustaccounts. 

*** 
(3:) Reconciliations. 

{i)At least quarterly a teconcil1atfon. shall be tna~e ·thatreflects the trust 
accountl>alanfe for each cli.erit. person •tother entity . 

. (ii) .Amonthly r~.cQn<:Uiatjc;,p s.traU !:>e 111ad~ ()(th~ e~h:b~1ance. that is 
derived from the cash re.ceip.tsjoutnaI, ca:~h JliSbµrsenients joµrnal,: the 
fi'llst a~¢ountcheckbook balan.ce and the tfustaccoun:t bank statement 
~lance; 

(iii)At leastquarterly, a rec.onciliation $-half be made that ~emn;iles the 
cash balance from (4)(3,)(ii) above and the subsidiary leqge,: balance fro111 
(d)OJ(ff 

(iv) Reconciliations musf be apprpv~c;l by~ fawye,r in th.¢ law firm. 

PUBLIC REPRJMAN1lWJ!i'fJOUT TERMS 

A¢cordini1Y, ·having approved the Agreed· Disposition,. it is the d.ecisio,n. of the 

Subcommi~eeto impose ~Publjc Reprim.and without Tertns,andJame.s Pau1 Kent, Jr. is hereby 

so teprirnartded. Pursuant to Part 6, § Iv; ,r l3~9.E ·of the R~l~s <>f the Sup:reme Court of 

Virginia, the ¢l~tk ~ftht-1 Di$ctpfinary :System shall·~ssess· costs. 
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N.~THDISTR,ICT SUBCOMMITTEE 
OFTHRVIR(JJNIA S.TATE BAI{ 

·13¢ ... ···~ tx,/~ 
Greg Tyler Haymore 
Subcommittee Chair 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

J certify that on _ N_o_v_e_mh_e_r_3_o__ 202:l, a ti:U¢ ~(i c.omplete copy of'th¢ 

$4bcommittee Det¢rifiiriation.(Publk Reprimand Without Terms} was Setlt Q"y cettiti'.~d ma:i.l :t<:> 

James Paul Kent, Jr;,. Respondent; at P :• .. Bo~: 299, Altavi$ta, Virginia:, 14517 ~0299,.. and emailed 

to keritkentpc@faol.com. Respondent's last address of record wit]) 1he Vfrginfa:St;ate Har. 

Edward James JJtllc:>11,. Jr. 
Deputy Bar Co.unset 
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