
 

VIRGINIA: 

 

BEFORE THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

 

IN THE MATTER OF       VSB DOCKET NO. 19-033-115044 

RAYMOND LEWIS PALMER 

 

AGREED DISPOSITION MEMORANDUM ORDER 

ONE YEAR SUSPENSION WITH TERMS 

 

On Friday, May 15, 2020 this matter was heard by the Virginia State Bar Disciplinary Board upon 

the joint request of the parties for the Board to accept the Agreed Disposition signed by the parties and 

offered to the Board as provided by Part Six, § IV, ¶ 13-6 H of the Rules of the Supreme Court of 

Virginia. The panel consisted of Michael A. Beverly, Chair, Stephanie G. Cox, Kamala H. Lannetti, 

Steven B. Novey and Nancy L. Bloom, Lay Member. The Virginia State Bar was represented by Renu M. 

Brennan, Bar Counsel. Raymond Lewis Palmer was present and was represented by counsel Irving M. 

Blank. The Chair polled the members of the Board as to whether any of them were aware of any personal 

or financial interest or bias which would preclude any of them from fairly hearing the matter to which 

each member responded in the negative. Court Reporter Lisa Wright, Chandler and Halasz, P.O. Box 

9349, Richmond, Virginia 23227, telephone (804) 730-1222, after being duly sworn, reported the hearing 

and transcribed the proceedings.   

WHEREFORE, upon consideration of the Agreed Disposition, the Certification, Notice of 

Representation, Respondent’s Disciplinary Record, the arguments of the parties, and after due 

deliberation,   

 It is ORDERED that the Disciplinary Board accepts the Agreed Disposition and the Respondent 

shall receive One Year Suspension with Terms, as set forth in the Agreed Disposition and Terms-

Compliance Period, which is attached and incorporated in this Memorandum Order. 

 It is further ORDERED that the sanction is effective September 15, 2020. 

It is further ORDERED that the Respondent must comply with the requirements of Part Six, § IV, 

¶ 13-29 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia. The Respondent shall forthwith give notice by 

certified mail of the Revocation or Suspension of his or her license to practice law in the Commonwealth  



of Virginia, to all clients for whom he or she is currently handling matters and to all opposing attorneys 

and presiding Judges in pending litigation. The Respondent shall also make appropriate arrangements for 

the disposition of matters then in his or her care in conformity with the wishes of his or her clients. The 

Respondent shall give such notice within 14 days of the effective date of the Revocation or Suspension, 

and make such arrangements as are required herein within 45 days of the effective date of the Revocation 

or Suspension. The Respondent shall also furnish proof to the Bar within 60 days of the effective day of 

the Revocation or Suspension that such notices have been timely given and such arrangements made for 

the disposition of matters. 

 It is further ORDERED that if the Respondent is not handling any client matters on the effective 

date of the Revocation or Suspension, he or she shall submit an affidavit to that effect within 60 days of 

the effective date of the Revocation or Suspension to the Clerk of the Disciplinary System at the Virginia 

State Bar. All issues concerning the adequacy of the notice and arrangements required by Paragraph 13-29 

shall be determined by the Virginia State Bar Disciplinary Board, which may impose a sanction of 

Revocation or additional Suspension for failure to comply with the requirements of this subparagraph. 

The Clerk of the Disciplinary System shall assess costs pursuant to ¶ 13-9 E. of the Rules. 

 It is further ORDERED that an attested copy of this Order be mailed to the Respondent by 

certified mail, return receipt requested, at his last address of record with the Virginia State Bar at The Law 

Offices of Raymond L. Palmer, Sr., 100 N. 5th Street, Richmond, VA 23219, and a copy to Irving M. 

Blank, Respondent’s counsel at Blank & Marcus LLC., 1st Floor, 1804 Staples Mill Road, Richmond, VA 

23230, and a copy hand-delivered to Renu M. Brennan, Bar Counsel, Virginia State Bar, Suite 700, 1111 

E. Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219. 

Enter this Order this 22nd day of May, 2020 

 

VIRGINIA STATE BAR DISCIPLINARY BOARD  

 

 

    ____________________________________________      

    Michael A. Beverly 

    First Vice Chair  



















VIRGINIA: 

 

 BEFORE THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR DISCIPLINARY BOARD 

 

IN THE MATTER OF VSB DOCKET NO. 19-033-115044 

RAYMOND LEWIS PALMER  

 

TERMS – COMPLIANCE TIME PERIOD 

 

1. For a period of three (3) years following reinstatement of Respondent’s license, from 

September 15, 2021 to September 15, 2024, the Respondent hereby authorizes a VSB 

Investigator to conduct unannounced personal inspections of his trust account books, 

records, and bank records to ensure his compliance with all of the provisions of Rule 1.15 

of the Rules of Professional Conduct and shall fully cooperate with the VSB investigator. 

 
2. Respondent has engaged the services of a CPA. Respondent shall be obligated to pay 

when due the CPA’s fees and costs for services, including provision to the VSB and to 

Respondent of information concerning this matter.  Respondent shall provide the CPA 

with a copy of the Memorandum Order approving this Agreed Disposition upon its entry.  

On or before July 1, 2020, the CPA will:   (a) certify familiarity with the requirements of 

Rule 1.15 of the Rules of Professional Conduct; (b) review Respondent’s attorney trust 

account record-keeping, accounting, and reconciliation methods and procedures to ensure 

compliance with Rule 1.15 of the Rules of Professional Conduct; and (c) conduct a 

forensic examination of Respondent’s account to verify that no clients were harmed as a 

result of his Misconduct.   

 

3. In the event the CPA determines that the Respondent is in compliance with Rule 1.15, 

then on or before July 1, 2020, the CPA shall so certify in writing to Respondent and Bar 

Counsel.  In the event the CPA determines Respondent is NOT in compliance with Rule 

1.15, then on or before July 1, 2020, the CPA shall issue a written statement of the 

measures Respondent must take to comply with Rule 1.15, and Respondent shall have 

forty-five (45) days following the issuance of the statement to bring himself into 

compliance.  The CPA shall then be granted access to Respondent’s office, books, and 

records, following the passage of the forty-five (45) day period, to determine whether 

Respondent has brought himself into compliance as required.  On or before August 30, 

2020, the CPA shall certify in writing to Bar Counsel and to Respondent either that 

Respondent has brought himself into compliance with Rule 1.15 within the forty-five 

(45) day period, or that he has failed to do so.  Respondent’s failure to bring himself into 

compliance with Rule 1.15 as of the conclusion of the forty-five (45) day period shall be 

considered a violation of these Terms. 

 
4. The CPA shall provide Bar Counsel with a written copy of the forensic examination 

conducted pursuant to Paragraph 2(c) above on or before September 15, 2020.  If the 

analysis reveals that clients were or may have been harmed, Respondent acknowledges 

the VSB will investigate the matter and proceed as appropriate.  Any Misconduct 

discovered regarding Respondent’s trust accounting prior to the approval of this  

            Agreed Disposition will be pursued separately and not as a Terms violation.   
 

5. Respondent agrees that he will not accept any new clients from today, May 15, 2020 to  

            September 15, 2020. 




