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4. Once engaged, Respondent indicated to Complainant that he would contact the court-
appointed attorney for Complainant, file a Motion for Discovery, circulate an Order of 
Substitution of Counsel (to replace Complainant’s court-appointed attorney), and appear 
in Court on May 24, 2022, on behalf of Complainant. 
 

5. However, Respondent did not contact the Complainant’s court-appointed attorney, did 
not properly file a Motion for Discovery, did not circulate an Order of Substitution of 
Counsel, and did not appear in Court on May 24, 2022, on behalf of Complainant.   

 
6. On May 24, 2022, Respondent left court in another jurisdiction in order to appear in 

Court in Henrico County on behalf of the Complainant but became involved in heavy 
traffic.  While he attempted to contact the Complainant and his mother, he was not able to 
do so.   As a result, when Respondent failed to appear in Court, Complainant proceeded 
at that hearing in the criminal case with his court-appointed attorney. 
 

7. Following, Respondent apologized to Complainant for his failures as set forth in 
paragraph 5, above, but Respondent did not refund to Complainant the unearned 
advanced fee. 
 

8. Subsequently, having not received the refund of the unearned advance fee, Complainant 
contacted the Respondent and demanded the refund of the $3,500 from Respondent. 
 

9. Respondent refused to refund the advanced fee of $3,500 to Complainant; however, 
Respondent refunded $2,000 to Complainant, indicating that $1,500 was earned by 
Respondent by communicating with Complainant on several occasions. 
 

10. Respondent did not provide a full accounting of the fees that were alleged to have been 
earned to Complainant.  Respondent represents that he met with the Complainant once 
and his mother on two occasions and prepared fully for the criminal case.  
 

11. Respondent did not maintain a client ledger on the funds provided by Complainant. 
 

12. Respondent deposited the advanced fee of Complainant into his personal bank account, 
and not into his trust account. 
 

  
II. NATURE OF MISCONDUCT 
 

 Such conduct by Respondent constitutes misconduct in violation of the following 

provisions of the Rules of Professional Conduct: 

Rule 1.3  Diligence  
 
      (a) A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client. 
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Rule 1.15     Safekeeping Property 

(a) Depositing Funds 
 

(1) All funds received or held by a lawyer or law firm on behalf of a client or 
a third party, or held by a lawyer as a fiduciary, other than reimbursement 
of advances for costs and expenses shall be deposited in one or more 
identifiable trust accounts[.] 

 

Rule 1.15     Safekeeping Property 

* * * 

     (b) Specific Duties. A lawyer shall: 

* * * 

(3) maintain complete records of all funds, securities, and other properties 
of a client coming into the possession of the lawyer and render appropriate 
accountings to the client regarding them[.] 

 

Rule 1.15      Safekeeping Property 

     * * * 

      (c) Record-Keeping Requirements. A lawyer shall, at a minimum, maintain the following 
books and records demonstrating compliance with this Rule: 
 
     * * * 

(2) A client ledger with a separate record for each client, other person, or 
entity from whom money has been received in trust. Each entry shall 
include, at a minimum: identification of the client or matter; date and 
amount of the transaction; name of the payor or payee; source of funds 
received or purpose of the disbursement; and current balance.  
   

 

Rule 1.16  Declining or Terminating Representation 

* * * 

     (d) Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasonably 
practicable to protect a client’s interests, such as giving reasonable notice to the client, allowing 
time for employment of other counsel, refunding any advance payment of fee that has not been 
earned and handling records as indicted in paragraph (e). 
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III. PUBLIC REPRIMAND WITH TERMS 
 

 Accordingly, having approved the Agreed Disposition, it is the decision of the 

Subcommittee to impose a Public Reprimand with Terms. The terms are: 

1. NO FURTHER MISCONDUCT 

For a period of one (1) year following the entry of the Subcommittee Determination, 
Respondent will not engage in any conduct that violates the Virginia Rules of 
Professional Conduct, including any amendments thereto, and/or which violates any 
analogous provisions, and any amendments thereto, of the disciplinary rules of another 
jurisdiction in which Respondent may be admitted to practice law.  The terms contained 
in this paragraph will be deemed to have been violated when any ruling, determination, 
judgment, order, or decree has been issued against Respondent by a disciplinary tribunal 
in Virginia or elsewhere, containing a finding that Respondent has violated one or more 
provisions of the Rules of Professional Conduct referred to above, provided, however, 
that the conduct upon which such finding was based occurred within the period referred 
to above, and provided, further, that such ruling has become final. 
 

2. RESTITUTION 
 

On or before September 1, 2023, Respondent shall pay to Complainant, in certified funds 
or cashier’s or treasurer’s check, the total sum of $3,500 and submit proof of such 
payment to Bar Counsel at Virginia State Bar, 1111 East Main Street, Suite 700, 
Richmond, Virginia 23219.  (Payment to Complainant in accordance with this 
disciplinary action does not establish or create civil liability of Respondent to 
Complainant, operate to discharge and release the Respondent from claims of further 
liability, if any, to Complainant, or impair the right of the Respondent to assert any 
defenses to such claims). 
 

3. MCLE 
 

Within six (6) months of the service of the Subcommittee Determination in this matter, 
Respondent will complete six (6) hours of continuing legal education credits by attending 
courses approved by the Virginia State Bar in the subject matter of legal ethics.  
Respondent’s Continuing Legal Education attendance obligation set forth in this 
paragraph will not be applied toward his Mandatory Continuing Legal Education 
requirement in Virginia or any other jurisdictions in which Respondent may be licensed 
to practice law.  Respondent will certify his compliance with the terms set forth in this 
paragraph by delivering a fully and properly executed Virginia MCLE Board 
Certification of Attendance form (Form 2) to Assistant Bar Counsel, promptly following 
his attendance of each such CLE program(s). 
 






