VIRGINIA:
BEFORE THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR DISCIPLINARY BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF VSB DOCKET NOS. 22-080-124926;
GORDON H. SHAPIRO 23-080-127546; 23-080-127937
AGREED DISPOSITION MEMORANDUM ORDER
SIXTY MONTH SUSPENSION

A panel of the Virginia State Bar Disciplinary Board (“Board”) heard this matter
telephonically on April 24, 2024, upon the joint request of the parties for the Board to accept the
Agreed Disposition signed by the parties and offered to the Board as provided by Part 6, Section
IV, Paragraph 13-6.H of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia. The panel consisted of
Yvonne S. Gibney, Chair Designate; Alan S. Anderson; Carolyn V. Grady; Alexander Simon; and
Reba H. Davis, Lay Member. The Chair polled the members of the panel as to whether any of
them were aware of any personal or financial interest or bias which would preclude any of them
from fairly hearing the matter to which each member responded in the negative.

Paulo E. Franco, Jr., Assistant Bar Counsel, represented the Virginia State Bar. Attorneys
John E. Lichtenstein and Gregory L. Lyons represented the Respondent, Gordon H. Shapiro
(“Respondent”), who was present. Attorney Paul D. Georgiadis, who also represents Respondent
in this matter, did not participate in the hearing. Court Reporter Jennifer Thomas, Chandler and
Halasz, P.O. Box 9349, Richmond, Virginia 23227, telephone (804) 730-1222, after being duly
sworn, reported the hearing and transcribed the proceedings.

WHEREFORE, upon consideration of the Agreed Disposition, the Certification,
Respondent’s Disciplinary Record, the arguments of the parties, and after due deliberation,

It is ORDERED that the Board accepts the Agreed Disposition, and the Respondent shall

receive a Sixty Month Suspension, as set forth in the Agreed Disposition, which is attached and



incorporated in this Memorandum Order.

It is further ORDERED that the sanction is effective April 24, 2024.

It is further ORDERED that the Respondent must comply with the requirements of Part 6,
Section IV, Paragraph 13-29 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia. The Respondent shall
forthwith give notice by certified mail of the Suspension of his license to practice law in the
Commonwealth of Virginia to all clients for whom he is currently handling matters and to all
opposing Attorneys and presiding Judges in pending litigation. The Respondent shall also make
appropriate arrangements for the disposition of matters then in his care in conformity with the
wishes of his clients. The Respondent shall give such notice immediately and in no event later than
14 days of the effective date of the Suspension, and make such arrangements as are required herein
as soon as is practicable and in no event later than 45 days of the effective date of the Suspension.
The Respondent shall also furnish proof to the Clerk of the Disciplinary System of the Virginia
State Bar within 60 days of the effective date of the Suspension that such notices have been timely
given and such arrangements have been made for the disposition of matters.

It is further ORDERED that if the Respondent is not handling any client matters on the
effective date of the Suspension, he shall submit an affidavit to that effect within 60 days of the
effective date of the Suspension to the Clerk of the Disciplinary System at the Virginia State Bar.
The Board shall decide all issues concerning the adequacy of the notice and arrangements required
herein. The burden of proof shall be on the Respondent to show compliance. If the Respondent
fails to show compliance, the Board may impose a sanction of Revocation or additional Suspension
for failure to comply with the requirements of subparagraph 13-29.

The Clerk of the Disciplinary System shall assess costs pursuant to Part 6, Section IV,

Paragraph 13-9.E of the Rules.



It is further ORDERED that an attested copy of this Order be mailed to the Respondent
by electronic mail and by regular first-class and certified mail, return receipt requested, at his last
address of record with the Virginia State Bar at 1609 Strawberry Mountain Dr., Roanoke, VA
24018, and a copy by electronic mail to John E. Lichtenstein, Gregory L. Lyons, and Paul D.
Georgiadis, Respondent’s counsel, and a copy by electronic mail to Paulo E. Franco, Jr., Assistant
Bar Counsel

Entered this 24th day of April 2024

VIRGINIA STATE BAR DISCIPLINARY BOARD

Digitally signed by Yvonne S.

Yvonne S. Gibney aibney
Date: 2024.04.24 14:37:08 -04'00'

Yvonne S. Gibney
Chair Designate



RECEIVED
Apr 22, 2024

VIRGINIA STATE BAR
CLERK'S OFFICE

VIRGINIA:

BEFORE THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR DISCIPLINARY BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF
GORDON H. SHAPIRO VSB Docket Nos. 23-080-127937; 23-080-
127546; 22-080-124926

AGREED DISPOSITION
(SIXTY MONTH SUSPENSION)

Pursuant to the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia, Part 6, Section 1V, Paragraph 13-

6.H, the Virginia State Bar (VSB), by Paulo E. Franco, Jr., Assistant Bar Counsel, Gordon H.
Shapiro, Respondent (“Respondent” or “Mr. Shapiro™), and Paul D. Georgiadis, Esquire and
John E. Lichtenstein, Esquire, Respondent’s counsel, hereby enter into the following Agreed

Disposition arising out of the referenced matter.

L. STIPULATIONS OF FACT

1. Mr. Shapiro was licensed to practice law in Virginia in 1968. He has practiced
law in the Commonwealth of Virginia for approximately 56 years entirely in good standing and
without any prior disciplinary record. At all relevant times, he has been licensed to practice law
in Virginia. For those 56 years, Mr. Shapiro worked for law firms of varying sizes but had never
previously administered a law firm trust account. In 2019, at approximately 76 years of age, he
began to practice law as a solo practitioner.

2, In 2019, Respondent hired Amy Padgett to be his paralegal and office
administrator and delegated responsibility for maintaining all of his firm’s bank accounts to her.
Ms. Padgett had multiple personal references but no experience working in a law office prior to
being hired by Respondent. From the time Réspondent began practicing as a solo practitioner in

2019 until March of 2023, Ms. Padgett was the only employee of his law office.
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